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Bilingual Supports
Background
Many infants and toddlers grow up being exposed to two or more languages in a bilingual household. These children hear more than one language at home or hear different languages across different settings, such as home and daycare across different routines. Some infants and toddlers with disabilities or developmental delays (DD) are raised in bilingual environments and receive early intervention (EI) services under Part C of IDEA. Research indicates that children with disabilities and DD can successfully become bilingual and that bilingualism does not cause or worsen language delays. Therefore, EI educators should use family-centered and culturally responsive practices to support bilingual language development within routines and activities. 
Oh et al. (2024) recommended the following when planning to support bilingual language development for infants and toddlers with disabilities/DD:
· Maintain and support the child’s home language.
· Use family-centered and culturally responsive practices.
· Embed language opportunities into natural routines and activities.
· Recognize that bilingualism does not cause language confusion or delays. 
· Collaborate with families to determine language goals and priorities.
· Use meaningful social interactions to support communication.
· Support language development across the five language domains (e.g., phonology). 
Guidelines
1. Discuss the importance of home language maintenance and select a bilingual approach with the family.
a. Types of bilingual approaches:
i. one parent one language (OPOL)
ii. minority language at home (MLAH)
iii. time & place (T & P)
iv. mixed language policy (MLP)
b. Questions to consider:
i. Is it possible for my child to be bilingual if they have a disability or DD?
ii. Why is maintaining the home language important?
iii. What are the family’s language goals? 
iv. Which bilingual approach best fits the family’s routines and preferences?
2. Identify the family’s language context.
a. EI educators should learn:
i. which languages are spoken at home,
ii. who speak which language,
iii. where languages are used, 
iv. family language goals, and
v. preferred bilingual approaches.
b. Example questions:
i. “What language does your child hear during the day?” 
ii. “What routines are most meaningful for your family?”
iii. “What language would you like your child to maintain?”
3. Embed language into daily routines.
	Routine
	Home Language Opportunity

	Mealtime
	Label foods, request items

	Bath time
	Name body parts/actions

	Playtime
	Practice turn-taking

	Community outings
	Support social communication opportunities


4. Identify and implement the five language domains.
a. EI educator and family decide:
i. which language domain(s) are targeted,
ii. how bilingualism will be supported,
iii. how it aligns with IFSP family and child outcome goals. 
iv. how the family’s culture/language is included. 
	Language Domain
	Goal
	Strategies
	Example

	Phonology
	Support recognition and production of sounds in both languages.
	· Use songs, rhymes, and repeated phrases.
· Model sounds slowly and clearly.
· Use infant-or-toddler directed speech.
	EI educator says:
“아빠 뭐해?” (“What is dad doing?”)
Dad says:
“아빠!” (Dad)
Child babbles while tracking the speaker’s face.

	Morphosyntax
	Expand child’s words into phrases and sentences.
	· Follow the child’s lead.
· Expand utterances.
· Model simple sentences in both languages.
	Child says: “/ba/”
Mom responds: “Ball!”
EI educator chimes in: “Ball up!”

Child attempts to say: “맘마” (food). Mom repeats: “맘마.” EI educator expands on language and says:  “맘마 먹자” (Let’s eat food!).


	Semantics
	Build word meaning through meaningful interactions.
	· Label familiar objects/actions.
· Repeat culturally meaningful phrases.
· Pair words with gestures and routines.
	During play, mom says, “짝짜꿍” (“clap-clap-clap”). Mom repeats phrase while clapping the child’s feet together to help child connect the phrase with the action and meaning.

	Pragmatics
	Support communication with others in meaningful contexts.
	· Encourage interaction with peers/family/friends.
· Model gestures and turn-taking.
· Create opportunities for social engagement in home language.
	EI educator joins the family during bilingual story time at bilingual story time at 한글학교 (Korean community school) to support social communication and interaction with peers in Korean and English.


Microteach Instructions
1. Have a conversation with a child’s family, following the guidelines listed above.
2. Using what you learned, plan an activity with the child in which you embed language in ongoing activities and routines. 
3. Follow general microteach procedures.
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